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EDITORIAL 


Participation 


Last month | had the pleasure of 
attending the Victoria Branch 
Annual Concours d'Elegance. There 
were some beautiful cars present, to 
say the very least, and it was good to 
meet old friends and to make a few 
new ones too. However, there was 
one disappointment — and it had 
nothing whatever to do with the 
manner in which the event was 
organised. That aspect was beyond 
reproach, but what | would like to 
know is — where are all the pre-war 
cars? There are hundreds of them 
listed in the Club Motor Vehicle 
Register, but where are they? It 
seems that the listing in the register 
is all the average member ever sees 
of the vast majority of pre-war cars. 
Even given the obvious fact that a 
good many pre-war cars are under 
restoration or awaiting restoration, | 
still believe that many more owners 
of these cars could bring them along 
to Club events if they put their minds 
to it. The Annual Concours d’Ele- 
gance is arguably the highlight of 
any Branch’s calendar, and if own- 
ers of Derby-built cars won’t bring 
them out even for that, then what 
hope is there for the rest of us to see 
them? 


Concours Judging Classes 


While on the subject, | would also 
like to make a couple of observa- 
tions on the Classes into which the 
various models are divided for Con- 
cours judging. It appears that Bran- 
ches do not necessarily conform to 
the Federal norm in this respect, and 
there is no standardization between 
Branches. That, | suppose, is the 
prerogative of the individual Bran- 
ches, but they could at least intro- 
duce a little logic into it. | could not 
help noticing that the Victoria 
Branch still adheres to the practice 
of separating Rolls-Royce models 
from Bentleys which are identical 
cars except for radiator shells and 
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badging — for example, Silver 
Clouds and S Series Bentleys — 
even to the extent of having an 
entirely separate Class for Bentley 
Mulsannes! How many Mulsannes 
can be expected to turn up at a 
Branch Concours? Even in the Unit- 
ed States, for example, where some 
hundreds of cars take part in such 
events, Mulsannes are included in a 
Class for ALL current models. 


Famous British Coachbuilders 


There is a respite in this issue from 
my series of articles on this theme. 
The next coachbuilder to be dealt 
with will be Park Ward. Any mem- 
ber wishing to have their Park Ward- 
bodied car included please send 
details and a good clear photograph. 


Martin Bennett 


FROM THE FEDERAL 
SECRETARY 


Federal Rally 


Very little news to report this 
issue. The Federal Rally forms are 


enclosed with this issue of PRAEC- 
LARUM and | encourage you to 
return them as promptly as possible 
to Western Australia to assist with 
bookings for September. New South 
Wales Branch member Bruce Ross Is 
organising a contingent to travel 
across the Nullarbor and members 
from other Branches who will be 
making the journey by car might 
care to contact Bruce with a view to 
perhaps meeting en route. 


Ghost going cheap 


Those members with some spare 
pocket money may be interested to 
note that the third oldest surviving 
Silver Ghost, chassis number 60565 
— ex-Nelson Rockefeller — is pre- 
sently for sale in New York for 
$US950,000. This is around 1.4 
million of our shrunken Australian 
Dollars! Inflation has had its effect 
on the initial purchase price of 
£821 Os. 5d. received by Rolls- 
Royce Ltd. on 26th. January, 1907 
when 60565 arrived in New York 
aboard the Cunard liner s.s. 
Caronia! 


Keith Wherry 


A rich mixture 
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FROM THE BRANCHES 


NEW SOUTH WALES 


More on the 1985 Commemoration 
run. 


— These pics arrived too late for 
inclusion in the last issue, but are 
reproduced here courtesy of Jim 
Kelso. 


Right: Long Wheelbase SCI CAL 33 
(J. Hallihan) and the former N.S.W. 
Vice-Regal Phantom VI departing 
Oatlands House. Below: Barry Gill- 
ings with his 1910 Silver Ghost 
(1492). 
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Below: Robert Cameron’s pretty red and silver 25/30 Sedanca Coupé 
(GGR45). Who built this coachwork? Both this car and Craig Robson’s PH 
(183GY) shown in close-up right, have Lucas ‘‘Bulls-eye’’ headlights. 


FREDERICK HENRY ROYCE 
1863-1933 

A speech made by Jim Kelso to the 
N.S.W. Branch of the Rolls-Royce 
Owners’ Club of Australia on the ° 
occasion of the Branch’s Com- 
memoration Run and luncheon at 
Oatlands House on 31st March, 
1985. 


| have been asked by President 
Keith Wherry to propose the toast to 
Frederick Henry Royce — the object 
of our affection and the raison d’etre 
for our Club and our own personal 
love affair with what we perceive to 
be the most delightful machinery in 
existence. 

Henry Royce was born at Alwal- 
ton in Lincolnshire on March 27th 


1863. He was the son of a miller and 
his childhood was one of poverty 
and struggle to survive. Despite only 
two years of formal schooling he 
became one of the world’s greatest 
engineers and his name was to be 
immortalized with that of Charles 
Rolls in the name Rolls-Royce. Dur- 
ing his childhood he sold newspap- 
ers, and worked as a telegraph boy. 
He was apprenticed to a locomotive 
engineering works and then to an 
electrical firm in the newly develop- 
ed electrical engineering field. He 
studied electrical engineering at 
night and eventually he became 
Manager of the electrical firm’s sub- 
sidiary in Manchester. At the age of 
twenty-one he set up his own electr- 
ical engineering firm in Cooke Street 
Manchester, manufacturing electric 
cranes, electric motors and dyna- 
mos. Up until recently, an F. H. 
Royce overhead crane was. still 
operating in Melbourne. F. H. Royce 
electrical products were of extreme- 
ly high quality and this is evidenced 
by the quality and excellent design 
of the electricals in early Rolls- 
Royce chassis. | personally have my 
own love affair with the superb 
design and the beautiful work in the 
solenoid operated starter motor 
switch on my Phantom | — the 
carbon blocks to absorb the electric 
arc before the laminated copper 
leaves close arc-less to feed the 
battery power to the starter motor. 

In 1903 he began designing and 
building his first motor car, the little 
10 h.p. Royce which made its first 
run on Ist April 1904, just eighty- 
one years ago tomorrow by my 
calculations. It was a_ splendid 
machine and it was far ahead of its 
competitors at that time. It was 
relatively quiet, it was smooth in 
operation and differed from many of 
the others in that its cooling system 
was effective and it didn’t boil — 
unlike Phantom I] and Phantom III!! 
My apologies to all owners of those 
magnificent machines! 

Royce then began what he was 
best at — the art of refinement. He 
was never a highly innovative desig- 
ner and often used what he con- 
sidered was the best work of other 
designers. However, he excelled in 
taking a component, critically ana- 
lysing it, testing it and redesigning it, 
rendering it more effective in its 
operation, generally lighter and as 
he often put it, “making a far nicer 
job altogether.” 

This refining process became the 
hallmark of the Company in later 
years and is perfectly demonstrated 
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in the refinement of the Merlin aero 
engine. This engine started its life at 
a design output of 900 B.H.P. and 
yet without any change to the essen- 
tial dimensions of the engine — 
(bore and stroke) it was capable of 
an output of 2500 B.H.P. towards 
the end of its development. 

In 1904 Royce met Charles Rolls 
and together formed Rolls-Royce. 
Production commenced with the 
beloved Silver Ghost followed by 
the 20 H.P. and the incomparable 
Phantom | (1 may be a little biased!). 
All of these developments occurred 
without Royce ever visiting the fac- 
tory for in 1910 he suffered a serious 
illness and from that year until his 
death in 1933, his only contact with 
the factory was by letter or through a 
third party. His home became his 
design office and his team of desig- 
ners worked from there under his 
expert guidance. 

However, no matter how magnifi- 
cent was his contribution to the 
design and manufacture of motor 
vehicles it was insignificant compar- 
ed with his contribution to aeronaut- 
ical piston engine design and manu- 
facture and what that contribution 
ultimately meant to Britain and the 
Commonwealth. 

It began with the Rolls-Royce 
“Eagle’’ which powered the Vickers 
“VIMY” flown by Alcock and 
Brown in the first Atlantic crossing 
by air — eight years before Lind- 
berg’s famous flight. The ‘Eagle’ 
was followed by the ‘‘Kestrel’’, the 
“R” engine for the Schneider Trophy 
Races and it was this engine which 
provided the basic design for the 
magnificent ‘‘Merlin’’ that followed. 
Although he didn’t live to see it, the 
Merlin powered all of Britain’s front 
line fighters and bombers in World 
War II which included the Hawker 
“Hurricane”, the Supermarine 
“Spitfire’ and the Avro ‘‘Lancaster.” 
Royce’s aero engines showed his 
design and refine genius extremely 
well — here he was faced not only 
with the need to ensure absolute 
reliability — he also had to mini- 
mize weight — thus his ‘‘R’”’ engine 
built for the Supermarine ‘‘S6’’ sea- 
plane was the first piston engine to 
develop more than one brake horse- 
power for each pound of weight in 
normal operational service — a 
monumental achievement in 1929. 

His contribution to aero engine 
design and to his country and also 
the contribution of workers at Rolls- 
Royce is recorded in a stained glass 
window at the Derby factory. The 
window is dedicated to the pilots of 


the Royal Air Force “who turned the 
work of our hands into the salvation 
of our country’’. Keith Wherry took a 
fine photograph of this window 
when he was at Derby and was kind 
enough to let me have a print which 
| greatly value. The window is a 
beautiful and fitting tribute to Henry 
Royce, the Rolls-Royce employees 
and the R.A.F. pilots. 

Since Royce died in 1933, the 
fortunes of his beloved Company 
have ebbed and flowed — _ the 
tremendous effort in the War, the 
peace that followed; the disaster of 
the R.B.211; the bankruptcy that 
followed; the floating of the Motor 
Car Division as a separate Company 
and finally the takeover by Vickers 
P.L.C. The latter has fortunately turn- 
ed out to be a very happy union. The 
Chairman of Vickers, Sir Richard 
Cave said to me “we have been in 
harness before you know — we own 
Supermarine and, of course, this is 
the case with the production of the 
Supermarine ‘S6B’ and the Super- 
marine ‘Spitfire’.’’ The Chief Desig- 
ner of Supermarine was R. J. Mitch- 
ell and in the R. J. Mitchell Museum 
at Southampton there are many 
photographs and other material on 
the association of Royce and Mitch- 
ell. | commend to you all a visit to 
this museum. 

In all the changes that have befal- 
len the Company since his death, 
Royce’s influence lives on through 
the basic standards which he set 
during his lifetime — embodied in 
the technique of design-test-refine. 
This concept is clearly identifiable in 
even the latest Silver Spirit and is the 
product of Royce’s adherence to the 
principle that whatever is rightly 
done is noble. 

Frederick Henry Royce was not 
only a great designer and engineer 
he was also a great Englishman who 
gave to his country a name which is 
the symbol of excellence — the very 
best without compromise, — in fact, 
— Rolls-Royce. 

| would like to conclude with my 
favourite quotation from the ‘’Plea- 
sures of Hope’’ by Thomas Camp- 
bell — 

“Who hath not owned, with rapture 
smitten frame 

The Power of Grace — the Magic of 
a Name!” 

The name is Rolls-Royce. Henry 
Royce was part of the name and a 
very large part of the magic. May he 
long be remembered and honoured 
in our society. 

Ladies and Gentlemen — Henry 
Royce. 


—_— 
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This writer’s hope, expressed in 
last month’s Branch Newsletter, that 
last year’s Concours turn-out would 
be bettered was certainly fulfilled as 
59 products of Derby and Crewe 
(plus one of Cricklewood origin) 
gathered on Yarra Yarra’s practice 
fairway beneath sunny blue skies, 
typical of the sort of brilliant autumn 
day Melbourne is famous for. 

The Newsletter exhortation to 
multiple-car-owning members to 
bring as many of their vehicles as 
possible was also heeded by the 


likes of Messrs. Dodd, Dowd, and. 


the Italiano family. The — latter 
brought three cars, including their 
1952 Mark VI B334NZ driven by 
Frank and Josie’s — son-in-law 
Anthony Rando, while this writer 
was delighted to be offered the use 
of Graeme Dowd’s 1949 Silver 
Wraith H.J.M. limousine WDC 3 
(alias “Garfield’’). 

Special mention must be made of 
the support and additional interest 
lent to the event by Robert McDer- 
mott who organised the particip- 
ation of no less than eight examples 
of the post-war coachbuilders’ art. 
Many a head was turned as this 
convoy of cars arrived at Yarra 
Yarra, and the fine, representative 
mix of RRs/Bs continued to draw 
admiring comments and envious 
glances all day. I’m certain that 
everyone present would wish me to 
thank Robert for putting on this 
superb display of motor cars, there- 
by enhancing an already excellent 
turn-out. 


Right: lan Dodd also arrived with no 
roof over his head! 


HTH Fz 


ANNUAL CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE  — 
| Yarra Yarra Golf Club, Sunday April 21st | 
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Above: Bob and Dawn Skillen arriving in their Phantom Il Thrupp & Maberly 
Sedanca de Ville 93TA. Now that’s what | call arriving in style! 


it was pleasing to see, and meet, 
sO many new members — Mark 
Babidge, Peter and Adam Garrisson, 
John Altmann, Robert Alexander 
and Paul Stokes. The latter deserves 
commendation for bringing along 
his Mark VI rolling chassis which is 
in the process of restoration. The 
standard of finish was a job to 
behold and reflects great credit on 
Paul — if the remainder of the 
restoration is anything like the work 
done on chassis and engine, then 


Overall Winner 

Best Silver Ghost 

Best 20/25, 25/30, P.II, etc. 
Best Silver Dawn, Silver Wraith, etc. 
Best Silver Cloud 
Best Silver Shadow 
Ladies’ Choice 


Right: New member Paul Stokes’ 
beautifully restored Mk.VI chassis 
B207GT. Almost a shame to cover 
up all that work with a body! Admir- 
ers are Gary Howe and George 
Forbes. 
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the Vic. Branch could soon have 
another Concours-winning Mark VI 
to follow in the footsteps (tyre- 
treads?) of the ex-Andrew Ralph 
B1i19MB, now domiciled in Tas- 
mania. 

Paying us the courtesy of a visit, 
Bentleying all the way from Yarra 
(N.S.W.) to Yarra Yarra (Vic.), was 
PRAECLARUM Editor Martin Ben- 
nett. | was pleased to finally catch 
up with Martin (and put a face to the 
name!), while for his part Martin was 


Noel Tishler 
Noel Tishler 
Gilbert Ralph 
Roth Gair 

Dale O'Sullivan 
Robert Ward 
Bob Skillen 


seen to renew numerous acquaint- 
ances and friendships formed during 
his earlier association with the Vic. 
Branch. We look forward to some 
good pics in PRAECLARUM Martin! 

This year the unenviable task of 
adjudication fell upon David Jones 
(Chief Judge), Richard Knight, Rus- 
sell Rolls and David Kenway. And 
now (as they say at all those boring 
TV awards presentations!), the win- 
ners are: 


1913 Silver Ghost 2320E 

1913 Silver Ghost 2320E 

1936 20/25 h.p. GTK 20 

1954 Silver Dawn SUJ 98 

1962 Silver Cloud II SAE 305 
1976 Silver Shadow SRH 24017 
1934 Phantom II 93 TA 


Roger Thiedeman 


Victoria Branch Newsletter Editor 
Photographs by Martin Bennett 


and Alan Guest. 


Left: Overall Winner, 1913 Silver 
Ghost 2320£. The lovely low- 
waisted tourer coachwork was built 
by owner Noel Tishler. 


David Turner’s 20h.p. GSK34. The tourer body in Barker 


barrel-sided style is of recent construction by Wilkinsons 
of Derby. 


Robert Wort’s attractive chocolate-and-cream Silver 
Cloud SFE 459. A bowler hatted Robert can just be seen 
behind those open bonnet lids. 


Another McDermott Continental, this time an $3 H.J. 
Mulliner Flying Spur in maroon, chassis No. BC114XA. 


lan Dodd’s early Corniche DRH11208 sports the origin- 
al wood-rimmed steering wheel. Coachwork is dark 
metallic green. 
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Terry Bruce was kind enough to allow your Editor to 
drive his well-known Twenty GYK47. Nearly sixty years 
use have not diminished the pleasure of driving this very 
sweet-running Park Ward-bodied car. 


Among the post-war coachbuilt cars brought along by A 
Robert McDermott was this smart dark blue Park Ward 
coupé on S1 Continental chassis No. BC82BG. 


we : 


Not many of these two-door T series Bentleys around, 
but there were two at this Concours. This is Ted Hauser’s 
CBH2088. 


At the end of the McDermott line-up was this magnifi- 
cent black Camargue J/RH50546. 


“ie: 


Right: Two more Continentals from 
the McDermott contingent, R-type 
BC25B and S1 BC60BG. Both have 
the delightful manual ‘box — an 
extreme rarity in the case of the S1. 
Both are H.J.Mulliner sloping-tail 
two-door coupés. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA 


Well ‘85 is well under way and 
your Federal Rally sub-committee 
has been hard at work to make the 
September Rally a great success. In 
the end it will all depend on you, the 
members and your friends’ support 
to make it a winner. 


To give you an outline of the 
programme, the Rally commences 
on Friday, 13th September with the 
Registration at the Rally Headquar- 
ters, the Freeway Hotel in South 
Perth. An informal buffet at that 
establishment to meet everyone 
should help to introduce you to the 
Inter-Staters. Saturday should see us 
being driven by double decker bus 
along the river to the new yachting 
capital — Fremantle, with lunch 
there and return to Perth via the 
other bank of the river early after- 
noon to enable everyone to com- 
plete the sprucing up of their cars. 
Hopefully, we will see you all for a 
dinner dance on Saturday night. 


Sunday’s Concours d’Elegance 
will follow a drive from town to 
Guildford with a formal banquet at 
the Orchard Hotel where the win- 
ners will be announced and receive 


their awards. After breakfast on 
Monday, we will have a Rally to 
York where we will have lunch and 
visit the Motor Museum. 

Though the venues have been 
booked, there may be some changes 
to the programme at this stage. | 
appreciate that it is a full and ex- 


Left: Graeme Dowd’s lovely brace of 
Silver Wraiths. The left-hand car is 
WLE21, alias “Winston”, built in 
1951 while the beauty on the right is 
WDC3, alias “Garfield”, built in 
1949, Both are H.J. Mulliner Touring 
Limousines. 


pensive weekend but it only occurs 
once every six years and, as | said at 
the beginning, we depend on you 
for its success. Also, it is not a 
holiday weekend so try to have a 
free day from work to be with us on 
Monday. 


Jeremy Greene 


Below: 1928 Phantom | Park Ward limousine on chassis N°40EH. Formerly 
Barr-Smith property and now owned by W. Ferguson (W.A.). Ready for 
licensing after 23 years off the road. 
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Some of the cars that will be seen in Perth. 1: Con Keogh’s PI (48UF) is being rebodied in the style of a Brewster 
“Ascot” tourer. Wood frame completed and awaiting the alloy panelwork. 2: Body panels completed with hood and 
windscreen fitted. The string indicates the eventual shape of the hood. 3: This close-up shows the distinctive moulding 
to the upper edges of the body. Nine separate panels make up the rear wing and some of the joints can still be seen 
here. 4: Cardboard pattern fitted for windscreen shape. The high-stepping appearance is due to the engine not being 
yet fitted and the need to re-set the rear springs. The side mouldings will eventually continue into the bonnet sides. 
5: Peter Briggs’ 41/4 Bentley (B126jJD) wearing its new body. The rear wings have yet to be trimmed to size and the 
front wing jig is in position awaiting panelling. 6: Jeremy Greene’s 41/4 Bentley (B199MX) rejoices in replica Vanden 
Plas coachwork. A particularly handsome and sporty Derby Bentley. Photos 1 to 5 from Roger Fry, 6 from Harvey 
Dearing. 


“SILVER CLOUD 
METAMORPHOSIS 


(By Barry Brinson, Christchurch, 
New Zealand) 


Readers may recall the article 
which appeared in PRAECLARUM 
4-84, describing the conversion of 
my late father’s Silver Cloud | into a 
hearse, initially for use in his busi- 
ness and subsequently in a similar 
business of which | was a director. | 
referred to the ‘‘philosophical argu- 
ments’”” which were considered be- 
fore the modifications were made to 
the standard bodywork, and during 
the past two years since the vehicle 
passed into my possession, these 
arguments have again been critically 
examined. The net result is that the 
vehicle is now undergoing a com- 
plete restoration to original condi- 
tion as a saloon car. Various factors 
and succession of events made the 


- final decision 


- . 


"Flashback to Praeclarvm 4-84. 


inevitable and im- 
mediate. The vehicle was suddenly 
put off the road for three months 
when, as a result of a failed W.O.F.* 
Test, some major work on the front 
suspension was necessary. Parts had 
to be ordered from Rolls-Royce 
(U.K.). As the Cloud is not classified 
as ‘vintage’, the order had to go 
through normal trade channels, and 
duly arrived via the local Honda 
agents**. The cumulative effect of 
massive price increases in U.K., 
devaluation and our consequent 
abysmal exchange rate, Govern- 
ment duty and sales taxes, plus 
wholesale and trade mark-ups, 
made the final total cost of parts look 
like an entry in the Sydney tele- 
phone directory. At least | could 
have paid a twice-yearly fine for 
having no W.O.F. for the rest of my 
natural lifespan, and possibly my 
children’s as well (assuming the 
front end did not collapse in the 


Below: The bear facts on mascots, or how to Bruin your Bentley! 
Photographed by Nick Preston (N.S.W.) at the R.R.O.C.Inc. Southern 
California Concours on Easter Sunday this year. An account of this event, by 
Phil Morrow (N.S.W.) with more of Nick’s pics will feature in our next issue. 
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meantime!). The only consolation is 
that the front end has been com- 
pletely rebuilt with genuine R.R. 
factory parts — no Kiwi D.I.Y. make- 
shifts. If there is a place in the 
Guinness Book of Records for the 
most expensive W.O.-F., this is it. 

Quite apart from this somewhat 
dramatic turn of events, | had been 
for some time dissatisfied with the 
utilisation of the Cloud hearse in the 
Christchurch funeral environment. 
Funerals here; and indeed in most 
cities, have now become much sim- 
pler and less formal affairs. The sight 
of a flower-bedecked, formal hearse, 
leading a slow procession of mour- 
ners’ cars across the city is now a 
rarity. In Christchurch, some 65% of 
all funerals take place at cremator- 
ium chapels, where the hearse is not 
usually seen (the casket having pre- 
viously been placed in the chapel 
via a back door). Of the remaining 
35%, many of these are ‘‘single 
venue’’ services, where the casket is 
carried privately to the place of 
committal, after a service in the 
church or chapel. On average, over 
two years, | was using the Rolls 
hearse only two or three times a 
month for “formal’’ funerals, and 
only where its use was appropriate 
or appreciated. This rate of usage 
simply did not justify keeping the 
vehicle in a format which could not 
also be used for family pleasure 
motoring and club activities etc. 
One could not merely replace the 
back seats and call it an ‘‘estate 
car’. An important factor in my 
deliberations was the appreciating 
value of the Cloud I, as it settles 
more securely into the category of a 
desirable, collectible, classic car — 
the last of the Rolls-Royce in-line 
sixes. To become a lasting and 
valuable family asset, it simply had 
to be fully restored to original. 

The work has been entrusted to 

the body builder in Palmerston 
North who did the first conversion 
and who, mercifully, had kept the 
original roof, boot and rear sections 
safe and in good condition. Nothing 
was thrown away or damaged undu- 
ly, and putting everything back 
together again was a challenge he 
readily accepted. As | write (mid 
November) the work is well under 
way, and in a subsequent issue, | 
hope to supply some before/during/ 
after photographs. 


* “Warrant of Fitness’ — a six-monthly Ministry of 
Transport check. 

** An oblique ‘dig’ by the author at the N.Z. Motor 
Corporation whose entire resources are now 
geared to the sale and servicing of Honda cars. 


From N.Z.R.R.&B. Club Newsletter 
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NEWS RELEASE 


In 1988, the major world rally for 
veteran and vintage vehicles will be 
hosted in Australia by the Veteran 
Car Club of Australia. The event has 
been in the planning phase since 
1979, and has already attracted a 
world-wide interest, and an 
unprecedented response. 

With still approximately three 
years to the start of the event, over 
650 fully subscribed entries have 
poured in from all over Australia and 
from overseas. Overseas interest is 
running high, and it is expected that 
the eventual complement of over- 
seas participation will exceed 150 
vehicles. 

The Executive Director of the 
event Mr lan Irwin of Canberra says 
he is overwhelmed by the staggering 
early response. ‘Our earlier Interna- 
tional Rallies in 1970 and 1978 
were amongst the largest ever held, 
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and these attracted around 500 en- 
tries,”’ he said, ‘‘but this event will 
predictably grow in size and signifi- 
cance into one of the premier events 
of the Bicentennial calendar.’” Mr 
Irwin says the ceiling of the event 
originally set at around 1,000 vehi- 
cles, may have to be lifted to 
accommodate the enthusiastic re- 
sponse the event has aroused 
amongst car buffs both here and 
internationally. 

The rally, officially titled The 
1988 Australian Bicentennial Inter- 
national Rally will cater for veteran 
and vintage vehicles. Veteran vehi- 
cles are those which were 
manufactured before the 31st De- 
cember 1918, and vintage vehicles 
were constructed from 1st January 
1919 to 30th December, 1930. 

In concept, this event is markedly 
different from anything ever pre- 
viously conducted on the Interna- 
tional Circuit. Radial rallies will run 
from Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide and Hobart to Canberra by 
indirect and scenic routes. Prior to 
these official rallies commencing, 
there will be a series of informal 
rallies emanating from Perth, Cairns 
and other locations to gather cars to 
motor to the official starting venues. 

One novel component will be a 


Darwin to Adelaide leg which will 
cater for around 25 vehicles. This 
leg has been promoted by a high 
level of enthusiasm in both the 
Northern Territory and in outback 
South Australia. 

Whilst the Bicentennial Calendar 
will feature a wide variety of events, 
it is unlikely that any other event will 
reach out to so many people. In 
particular the rally will pay special 
attention to the younger members of 
the communities through which the 
various legs will pass, and school- 
children everywhere will be inform- 
ed of ideal viewing locations and 
times. 

Overseas entrants will have prior- 
ity on booking of 15% of rally 
spaces until 31st December 1986. 
The rallies will commence around 
7th to 10th March 1988, and will 
merge in Canberra, the National 
Capital for five days’ activities cul- 
minating in a closing ceremony with 
presentation on Sunday 20th March 
1988 at the Bruce Indoor Sports 
Stadium. 

Further details on the event, and 
entry forms and brochures on reg- 
ulations are available from The 
Secretary, 1988 International Rally, 
P.O. Box 88, Garran. A.C.T. 2605, 
Australia. 


Although the pre-1931 Bentleys are 
not “eligible motor cars’’ under the 
terms of our Club Constitution, it is 
felt that the following Testimonial of 
the 3 litre Soeed model will generate 
some amusement: 


Grosvenor Mansions, 
395 Oxford St., W.1., 
March 9, 1923. 


| am a speed merchant pure and 
simple and am the proud possessor 
of a Bentley car. This is the twenty- 
first car | have owned, having worn 
out most of the others, some in a 
short time, others a little longer. A 
friend of mine remarked, before | got 
the Bentley, that this car was the last 
word in motoring, and that if anyone 
bought a Bentley and was not satisfi- 
ed with it, that he might as well 
shoot himself, as his motoring days 
would be finished. Now that | have a 
Bentley | understand what he meant. 
The car leaves nothing to be desired. 
Take the petrol consumption as an 
instance. This week | went from 
London to Cheltenham and consum- 
ed exactly seven gallons of spirit 
there and back, the speedometer 


several times reading 80m.p.h. This 
is nearly 30 miles to the gallon. | 
would not have believed it had | not 
myself filled the tank and measured 
the contents when | returned. Surely 
there never was such a car. There is 
no trouble attached to this car, you 
squirt oil in a few holes in the 
chassis and forget about it until the 
car has run 5,000 miles. The Bentley 


is the first car | have possessed on 
which | have never been passed by 
another car. | hate being passed. | 
should be interested in any car that 
could pass me. The Bentley is It with 
a capital |. | have no interest in the 
firm in any way whatsoever, except 
that | wish them every success, and 
Congratulations on their wonderful 
car. 

(Sgnd.) W. Windsor Richard. 


Below: Frank Neilson’s 3 litre Bentley, photographed by the Editor at the 
recent Victoria Branch Concours. 


. etters tO F-- 


Laurie Vinall 


Laurie Vinall died on Monday, 
April 8, 1985. 

| would like to express, through 
PRAECLARVM, how sad | was to 
learn of Laurie’s death. He was one 
of the most prominent and dedicat- 
ed enthusiasts in the Veteran and 
Vintage motor car movement in S.A. 
and, indeed, Australia, for many 
years. His standards of restoration 
work set an example to inspire 
others. 

| fondly recall happier times when 
it was such a pleasure to sit and yarn 
over a beer or two in the lovely old 
Vinall homestead in Brighton with 
Laurie, Kath, David and John. 

| have a particular reason for 
gratitude to Laurie. Back in the late 
1960s, after seeing some ball-point 
pen sketches | had done of Rolls- 


TECHNICAL 
SECTION 


The 20/25 Magneto Ignition 
System 


Those of us who own 20/25s are very 
lucky. Rolls-Royce has thoughtfully 
provided us with a stand-by magneto 
which will get us home if our battery 
goes dead, the coil fails, or the points 
and/or condenser turn toes up. 

To most owners, the magneto is a 
mysterious black box in back of the 
generator. However, it should be looked 
after as much as the rest of the car. To 
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Royces and Bentleys, Laurie asked 
me to draw the beautiful 1910 Silver 
Ghost, Chassis No. 1388, which was 
the pride of the Vinall family. | had 
first seen this car as a_ restored 
chassis and, some time later, res- 
plendent with newly completed 
tourer coachwork and | well remem- 
ber Laurie explaining to me the 
manner in which the whole Vinall 
family participated in decisions re- 
garding the construction and design 
of the elegant Tulip-seat body and, 
in particular, the graceful contour of 
the door-tops. 

When Laurie asked me to draw 
1388 | felt very honoured but 
wondered, ‘‘How the heck can | do 
a drawing involving so much fine 
detail work?”’ Laurie lent me several 
photographs from which to work 
and | paid numerous visits to study 
details of the car. Eventually | 
completed the drawing and so clear- 
ly remember the day, in 1969, when 
| took the drawing to show Laurie. It 
was one of the most rewarding 
moments in my life when he looked 
at it and, turning to me with a merry 
grin, said, “John, it’s bloody beauti- 
ful!’ 

If Laurie had not asked me to draw 
1388 it ts unlikely that | would ever 
have taken on the challenge of 
drawing complex Veteran cars. Sub- 
sequently | had the pleasure of doing 
a line drawing of Laurie’s Vauxhall 
30/98 for his younger son, John, 
who was so tragically killed, along 
with his financée, in a motor acci- 
dent in 1971. 


check the points, commutator pick-up 
and windings, remove the magneto from 
the car as follows: Remove the wire from 
the terminal on the top. Then push aside 
the spring retainer that holds the bakelite 
cover over the points at the rear of the 
unit. Pull the cam ring out towards the 
rear, keeping it straight so as not to have 
it bind in the housing. Disconnect it from 
the linkage. Hold on to the 5BA nut and 
bolt that hold the threaded end plug in 
the linkage; they are hard to find if 
dropped. At the back of the generator 
there is a knurled ring (K) secured by a 
spring ring (L), Pry out the spring and 
undo the knurled ring. If it is too tight to 
remove with the fingers, go out and buy 
a strap wrench. DO NOT USE A PIPE 


It was a pleasure and an honour to 
have known Laurie Vinall; he was 
one of nature’s gentlemen. 

| am sure all readers of this journal 
will join me in expressions of sorrow 
and sympathy to Laurie’s wife, Kath 
and his son, David. 


John Bull 
S.A. Branch 

Judging 
Harry Thompson's article 


(p.1030, 1-85) was most interesting 
and it is proper that he should 
establish his own standards of judg- 
ing and let members know what 
they are in advance. | suspect that he 
also was making sure that | will not 
do a “Melba’’ and return to the 
judging scene by setting out the 
details of my withdrawal clearly and 
concisely. There is, of course, no 
chance of this — | have always said 
that Chief Judges should have a 
reasonable innings and then get out 
and stay out. In the interests of 
providing you with some copy, | 
would have liked to have found 
something controversial in Harry’s 
article that could have been the 
subject of a further article but unfor- 
tunately, | find | agree with almost 
everything he said except his use of 
Concourse instead of Concours!!! 
Jim Kelso, 

N.S.W. Branch 


The use of the word “Concourse” in 
Harry’s article was a typo error 
which was missed by my less-than- 
expert proof-reading!—Ed. 


WRENCH OR WATER PUMP.  PLIER. 
Then remove the two ¥%"" BSF bolts from 
the underside of the mount and lift out 
the magneto. 

Bring the unit to the bench. Looking at 
the back end, you will see the points. In 
the centre there is a 3 BA hex head bolt. 
Remove it. Very gently, rock the point 
assembly from side to side with a small 
screwdriver. It fits into a taper with a 
locating tang on one side and will come 
loose quite easily. Lift it out, being 
careful not to damage or dislodge the 
carbon brush on the underside. Clean 
the assembly in lacquer thinner and set it 
aside. Wipe out the housing and dry it. 

From the top of the magneto where 
the wire was connected remove the two 


screws holding the collector down. Lift it 
out with great care so as not to damage 
the spring loaded graphite brush which 
is on the underside of the unit. Clean in 
thinner. With a little thinner on a clean 
rag, carefully reach down in the hole 
and clean the brass collector ring. (Rag 
on little finger only, no tools, the bakelite 
flanges on the collector ring are very 
fragile). Holding the shaft firmly in a 
padded vise, undo the serrated ring (P), 
visible in the photo right above the oil 
filter. This holds the shaft to the magne- 
to. There is a spring inside which likes to 
fly away. Clean the shaft and other bits 
and be sure that the catch (H) in the 
centre of the shaft is free. You have now 
lost the timing of the magneto, but don’t 
worry, we will tell you how to get it back 
anon. 


Next, take the breaker assembly and 
examine it carefully. You will see that it 
consists of a spring loaded movable 
point and a stationary point that is 
adjustable. Remove the tiny screw in the 
post at the end of the spring that curls 
around the outside of the unit. Don’t lose 
it: it is an odd size. Move the spring arm 
with the movable point to one side and 
carefully lift it out. Examine the point 
faces. If they are not too bad they can be 
dressed with a point file. If they are 
terrible, write Magneto Repairs, Lighting 
and Ignition Co., 14 Claremont Way, 
Industrial Estate, Claremont Road, Crick- 
lewood, London NW2 1BG, listing type, 
make and any numbers you have for 
replacements. You can run the car with- 
out the magneto in place so don’t worry. 
When you have your new points, take 
out the stationary point, salvage the lock 
nut (unless one came with the new 
points) and fit it to the new point. Run 
the nut all the way down the thread and 
screw the point in as far as it will go. Fit 
the movable point making sure that you 
also fit the small stiffener spring that goes 
at the post end of the long spring. Insert 
the breaker point assembly into the 
housing being sure that the locator tang 
is in its slot and is down in the taper. 
Insert the centre hold down bolt, but do 
not overtighten. 


Take the cam ring and put a light 
smear of oil on the outer surface and 
insert it in the housing. You will see that 
it only goes one way as there is a pin 
which must engage with a slot in the 
cam ring. Replace the collector cap with 
its brush and tighten the two screws. 
Holding the magneto in the vise by the 
base, rotate the armature slowly in a 
counter-clockwide direction, looking at 
the points, and you will see the movable 
point move. When it is in the fully 
opened position, adjust the other point 
to it to give a gap of .014’’. If the 
windings are any good, the magneto is 
now alive. To test its operation, hold the 
magneto by its base in the vise. Attach a 
piece of stiff wire to the terminal on top 
and bend the end down until it is about 
%"" from the vise. Spin the magneto 
smartly in the direction of rotation which 


1061 


is marked by an arrow on the oil cap, i.e. 
clockwise looking from the shaft end. 
Spinning the armature should produce 
blue sparks between the end of the wire 
and the vise. If no sparks are produced, 
chances are that either the armature or 
the field winding is at fault. But let’s 
assume that you are the proud owner of 
a hot working mag. All that remains is to 
refit the unit to the car and get it timed. 


Take the shaft and fit it to the magneto, 
not forgetting the spring that goes in first. 
This end of the shaft is for adjusting the 
timing so just assemble it loosely as you 
will need to turn the mag independent of 
the engine to time it. Looking at the other 
end of the shaft, you will see that there is 
one tooth missing from the gear wheel. 
This is to ensure that the shaft will only 
engage in one position relative to the 
engine. Offer up the shaft to the back of 
the generator and turn it so that it 
engages in the drive. Screw on the 
knurled nut. Connect up the cam arm to 
the linkage. This is easier if you take the 
cam ring out of the magneto and con- 
nect it before you put the mag in place. 
Adjust the threaded end plug to give a 
firm, but not tight feel to the arm. Insert 
the cam ring into the back of the mag. 


To set the timing, you must remove 
the spark plugs to release the compress- 
ion, remove the floorboards and the 
small plate held with four 4’’ B.S.F. nuts 
on top of the clutch housing. Turn the 
engine from the back either by the starter 
and/or by levering with a screwdriver 
until the mark MAI* (Magneto Advanced 
Ignition) shows up opposite the pointer. 
Mark it with chalk. Feel down #1 plug 
hole to be sure that the piston is at the 
top of its stroke. With the timing adjust- 
ment on the shaft slack so that you can 
turn the mag but not the engine, turn the 
armature so that the points are just about 
to break. As everything is in a very 
awkward position and you are working 
under the firewall, here is an easy trick. 
Cut a small piece of tracing paper about 
Y4"’ wide and 2” long. Turn the armature 
until the points open, stick the paper in 
and turn to close the points and hold the 
paper there. By turning the armature 
with on hand and pulling gently on the 
paper with the other, you will feel the 
points start to open. As soon as they do, 
stop, engage the timing adjustment and 
re-check with the paper. Make one 
complete revolution of the engine and 
check again. Remove paper. It is much 
easier if you do all this before bolting the 
mag down on the base as you need play 
to engage and disengage the timing 
adjustment. When it is set, tighten the 
serrated nut, bolt the magneto down. 


Check to see that the shaft and lock 
are free to disengage the magneto. Pull 
the shaft back towards the firewall and 
the spring lock (H) will pop up and lock 
against the back of the knurled nut (K). 
Press the spring lock down and the shaft 
will move forward toward the generator. 
Turn it by hand until it engages and 
clicks home. Replace the plugs, pull out 


the coil lead from the distributor cap and 
put in the hole in the base of the 
distributor where the plug from the mag 
usually lives. Put the plug from the 
magneto into the hole in the distributor 
cap. Remove the fuse box cover and take 
out the #3 fuse. This is marked ‘‘Igni- 
tion” on the diagram in the lid of the fuse 
box. To start the engine, RETARD THE 
SPARK ALL THE WAY, set the throttle 
about one third up the quadrant and 
start. As soon as the engine is running, 
advance the spark level to the top of the 
quadrant. 


To check the timing with a timing light 


The best kind of light to use is one of 
the D.C. power-type. These are brighter 
and easier to use. With the engine set to 
run on magneto, connect the lead from 
the light to the #1 plug, either clipping it 
directly to the terminal below the plug 
lead or by using an adaptor which 
comes with the light. You must, of 
course, have the plug lead on the plug as 
well as the light connection. As pre- 
viously directly, you have made a chalk 
mark on the flywheel opposite the MAI 
mark. Connect the two power leads of 
the light either to an auxiliary battery 
sitting on the running board or to the 
plus and minus terminals of the charging 
plug/trouble light socket located by the 
main switch on the dash. Start the engine 
and advance the spark level all the way 
up. Set to idle at about 500 r.p.m., aim 
the light at the flywheel and press the 
trigger. The light will flash each time #1 
plug fires. This should ‘‘Stop’’ the MAI* 
chalk mark opposite the pointer on the 
housing. If the mark is to the LEFT of the 
pointer, the timing is too far AD- 
VANCED. If to the RIGHT, it is too far 
RETARDED. Adjust the timing at the rear 
(Castellated) coupling one tooth at a 
time in each direction as needed to bring 
the mark opposite the pointer. When all 
is correct, shut off the engine, make sure 
that the castellated nut is tight, reverse 
all connections to go back to battery 
ignition. 

The magneto ignition is a very reliable 
standby system and in the event of 
battery ignition trouble on the road, will 
well repay the maintainance time spent 
on it. One last thing. If you have a dead 
battery and have to run on the mag, 
when starting with the crank, BE SURE 
that the spark is fully retarded. As the 
timing of the mag is much more ad- 
vanced than on the battery, a backfire 
and a broken arm can easily happen. 


*The MAI mark applies to 1932 and later cars 
(chassis no. GBT 1 onwards). For 1929-1931 cars 
(chassis no. GXO 11 thru GFT 81) use the TDC mark 
and set the mag to fire at this mark with the spark 
fully retarded. 


John Dennison 
Reproduced from 
“The Flying Lady” 
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Jottings from the U.K. by 
Tom Clarke 


My car, 1939 Wraith WMB64 by 
H.J. Mulliner, is stored for the winter 
so I've set myself a task which has 
rather ‘‘growed and growed” — a 
book on the Wraiths produced from 
1938 to 1940. | reasoned that as 
only 491 were produced | would 
have less to do! 

It looks like becoming a book on 
RR in general in the thirties! The 
reason for this is that there is so 
much material around to unearth. | 
have begun by compiling a com- 
plete chassis register of the cars new 
and now. The survival rate is very 
high, five going to Australia though 
there are seven now. | followed this 
up by searching the archives of the 
Royce Foundation where | am 
archivist (which helps) and found 
many pictures and files. Then | 
started tracking down records of the 
famous coachbuilders of the day. 
Twenty seven coachbuilders fitted 
bodies to Wraiths but Park Ward 
(170), Hooper (74) and H.J. Mulliner 
(62) are the most important. Mullin- 
er records are at the Foundation, 
Hooper at the Science Museum (you 
can get info on your Hooper car by 
quoting chassis and body numbers) 
and Park Ward records are still at 
Hythe Road where Rolls-Royce 
Motors now have their Mulliner- 
Park Ward coachwork division. 

| went there and was given the 
additional treat of a tour of the works 
seeing the Corniche and Phantom VI 
being made. It is an extraordinary 
sight seeing the traditional techni- 
ques used on the PVI and the beauti- 
fully made hoods for the drophead 
Corniche. | interviewed an old Park 
Ward employee who was a wealth 
of information on the Wraith period. 


I’ve never been in any doubt that 
they were the days! Other coach- 
builders I’ve tracked down material 
for are Rippon, James Young and 
Thrupp & Maberly. But by far the 
most tantalising way of obtaining 
original pictures is contacting the 
photographers of the day. | rang one 
whose original premises were 
around the corner from where we 
live. Yes, he had early stuff in boxes 
at home for me to look at. | rang 
another, the largest, and he was only 
able to help genuine researchers 
because single requests for old pic- 
tures were uneconomic to follow 
up. So it’s a bottle of whisky there for 
sure. A third did all the original 
photography for Jack Barclays, the 
world’s biggest RR dealers, From the 
RR Ltd Conduit Street archives, now 
at the Foundation, | obtained photos 
of the School of Instruction with 
Wraith chassis shown. And so it 
goes on. 

Once you're hooked you can’t 
lose because there are always more 


\ 


Aw 
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leads to help you along. | wonder if 
the story of RR in Australia could 
similarly be done? Even records and 
pictures from the ‘fifties will look 
amazing to us now. | found some 
photos of Kellow Falkiner’s (Mel- 
bourne) service department in the 
‘fifties which had cars in it going 
back to the 20hp. Could original 
pictures of Diese! Motors, Winter- 
bottoms, motor shows be found? | 
made a start a few years ago in 
PRAECLARUM but more could be 
done. The same is even more re- 
levant to the eastern States where, 
additionally, coachbuilders’ records 
could be sought. For example, I’m 
chasing Ruskin and McKay inform- 
ation. Who ever heard of these 
Sydney coachbuilders? They each 
put a body on Wraiths. And I'm after 
pictures of the two Wraiths used by 
the Duke of Gloucester in Australia 
from 1945. Who’s going to volun- 
teer, perhaps one person per State, 
to record this aspect of Australian 
heritage? 


Top: Tom Clarke’s 1939 Wraith 
WMB64. The coachwork is a splen- 
did example of H.J. Mulliner’s “High 
Vision” concept. Note particularly 
the very slim windscreen pillars, and 
the transparent panel above the 
windscreen. 

Left! Two Australian resident 
Wraiths photographed by Fred En- 
gish at Bungendore, near Canberra, 
during the 1970 Federal Rally. The 
car nearest the camera is’Martin & 
King-bodied WRB40 and the one 
receiving under-bonnet attention is 
Park Ward Saloon WMB31, now 
owned by M.E. Hawke (N.S.W.). 
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ROLLS-ROYCE 
OWNERS’ CLUB 


Cheques should be made payable to R.R.O.C. 
and must accompany advertisement. 


A descriptive advertisment of reasonable length 
is free to those members who do not regularly deal 
in selling or servicing of Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars or equipment. Others are charged $15.00 per 
advertisement (less for multiple advertisements). 

A fixed charge of $10.00 is made for each 
picture to accompany an advertisement from any 
person. Photographs should be clear black and 
white or colour prints. Please send a duplicate print 
as return cannot be guaranteed. 


MARKET PLACE 


CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 


Classified advertisements should be factual and 
truthful. Persons found misrepresenting cars, parts 
or services will be denied further advertising 
Those advertisements relating to cars for sale nusst 
specify chassis number and price. All classified 
ads will be edited and may be condensed and may 
be rejected without explanation or discussion. 
Facts and data for each advertisement should be 
typed or handwritten clearly on letter size white 
paper and forwarded to Keith Wherry, 105A 
Clarence Street, Sydney 2000 


Deadlines are 21st July (August issue), 21st September (October issue), 21st November (December issue), 21st January 


(February issue), 21st March (April issue), 21st 


be accepted. 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. offer 
on behalf of customers: 


— rao exh a 
1956 Bentley $1 (B426 AN), Tudor Grey with 
matching Light Grey trim, in excellent condition, 
(History available). No expense spared to put this 
vehicle in Al condition. $19,000. 


1923 20 h.p. Close-coupled Fixed Head Coupe 
(82K9) Immaculate condition, fully restored. 
$29,500. 


1969 Silver Shadow (SRH5272) ex-Governor of 
Victoria. Cardinal Red, bone leather upholstery. 
3-speed auto. Excellent condition with full history 
available. $32,000. 


1959 Silver Cloud II (STB34). Tudor Grey. Knvh 
speedometer, good condition, history available, 12 
months registration. $25,000. 


Rolls-Royce and Bentley Parts and Service, including mechanical and coachwork restorations and repairs. 
Extensive range of spare parts for all models including hard-to-get parts. Over 10,000 stock lines 1904-1983 
~~ engine, electrical, transmission and chassis parts — genuine tools, handbooks, workshop manuals, body 
panels, original Mk.VI/Dawn door and boot seals, original Cloud series door seals, Silver Wraith/Dawn/ 
Mk.VI fog lights, Dawn/Mk.VI etc. roof aerials, exchange refurbished badged headlights, bakelite battery box 
covers, Shadow hubcaps (plain and ventilated), V8 engine oil filter kits, Dawn/Mk.VI clutch housings to 
convert 10’ clutch to 11”, thousands of body items, special nuts, bolts and screws, many obsolete items. 


SPECIAL ITEMS: 33” x 48” Posters: Silver Ghost AX-201 — $15.00; Bentley Mulsanne Turbo — $10.00. 
Obsolete and hard-to-get items for Silver Cloud/S tool tray: spark plug socket — $150.00; sump plug tool —- 
$75.00. 

Silver Shadow Spare Parts Manuals, 2 volumes — $90.00 set. 
RR Embossed Rubber Floor Mats, 12° x 7’ — $29.75 each. 


Ash Trays, Set of 4, in glass 5’’ x 3¥’’ Black Backing and Gold Vehicle imprint Silver Ghost, Silver Cloud, R 
Type Continental, Bentley Mulsanne (in Presentation Case) — $25.00 a Set of 4 Trays. 


BRUCE R. ROSS PTY. LTD. 
340 PENNANT HILLS ROAD, PENNANT HILLS, 2120 
(02) 84 1239, 84 1253. Telex: AA24158 


ay (June issue), although late advertisements may sometimes be able to 


CARS FOR SALE 


1934 Phantom II Continental (60SK) short- 
chassis Gurney Nutting Owen Sedanca Drop- 
head Coupé. Featured in James Flood 
Volumes 1 & 2. Good unrestored condition. 
$125,000. Mrs. Fiona Shorthouse (059) 
75 7244. 

1950 Bentley Mk.V1(B142HR) excellent 
throughout, genuine 107,000 miles, full his- 
tory, original registration Q524946. $13,000. 
Alan Robert (071) 725011. 


1962 Phantom V (5VA5) H.J. Mulliner, Park 
Ward limousine. Ordered by the New Zea- 
land Government for the 1963 Royal tour of 
H.M. The Queen and H.R.H., The Duke of 
Edinburgh. Also used for later tours and for 
the offical duties of H.E. The Governor- 
General. Mechanically excellent and in 
beautiful condition. Embassy Black with 
beige-tan leather to front and fawn West 
of England cloth to rear. Refrigeration. 
$Aust. 83,000. DJ. Dalzell, Willoughby Park, 
Hawarden, Nth, Canterbury, New Zealand. 
Tel. Hawarden 44 249. 


1963 Bentley $3 Continental (BC126XA) Park 
Ward two-door saloon. Smoke Green over 
Sage Green, grey leather, new headlining. Air 
conditioning. immaculate condition through- 
out. $55,000. John Lavigne (02) 326 1962 (h) 
264 8683 (w). 


PARTS FOR SALE 


Vintage Silver Ghost parts: 

2 Front Springs 

2 Rear Springs 

1 Front Axle with stub axles and king 
pins $2000.00 o.n.o. 

1 Firewall with floor board brackets $300.00 

Pair P100 Headlamps $250.00 

Peter McGrath (02) 326 1778. 


PARTS WANTED 


For 20/25: any tools and triangular ceramic 
resistor unit. For ‘21 Ghost: Reserve Oil Tank 
and lines, cap for oil filler to sump, coil 
(working or not) and any tools. Angelo 
Notaras (02) 810 0194 (w) 745 2784 (h). 


LITERATURE FOR SALE 


1917 Edition of Two Brave Brothers, the first 
book ever written on the Rolls Family, with 66 
illustrations, (photos) and in very sound order 
for its age. Original cloth binding. Collector's 
item, and very rare. lan Irwin, 25 Palmer St, 
Garran, A.C.T. 2605. (062) 816925. 


LITERATURE WANTED 


Praeclarum No 76-4 August, 1976, to com- 
plete set for binding. Also any old issues of 
Praeclarum prior to 1974. lan Irwin, 25 
Palmer St, Garran, A.C.T. 2605. Phone (062) 
816925. 


On Monday 8th April, 1985 one 
of the Club’s most amazing mem- 
bers died. L.C. Vinall, to all Laurie, 
was a man many will remember for 
many years. He was the absolute 
perfectionist in all things. His res- 
torations were known Australia 
wide. He was known world wide. 
His loves, the family, and the motor 
cars. 
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LAURIE VINALL 


One of the first people to recog- 
nise the value of the old motor cars 
and motorcycles as both pieces of 
history and things of beauty. The 
collection which is left by him is an 
example to all of us who ever aspire 
to restoration — they are magnifi- 
cent. 

It is not easy to say more of this 
man. He was involved in racing 


Vauxhall 30/98’s in the 30’s and 
40's, he restored many cars during 
his lifetime, examples of which are 
too many to mention. Whatever he 
did he did thoroughly. He is 
epitomised by our Club motto 
“Whatever is rightly done, however 
humble, is noble’ and this is the 
way he will be remembered by all 
who knew him. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 


Whilst every care is taken to check information published in Praeclarum, no 


responsibility can be accepted for errors. 


Subscription — 


Praeclarum is available on a subscription basis at $15 per year to non-members and 
for those members who require an extra copy. Such subscriptions carry no 
membership privileges. The rate quoted is for surface mail inland and overseas. 


Changes of Address — 


Members of the Club should approach their Branch Secretary in the first instance to 
advise non-receipt of an issue or change of address. 
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